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     Rosa       Ying      Eddie      Luz   Fernando      Doctor        Rip Receptionist 

English Bengali 

ROSA †ivmv 

We met in computer class at ... Avgv‡`i †`Lv n‡q‡Q Kw¤úDUvi K¬v‡m ... 

YING Bs 

...the community center. ... KwgDwbwU †m›Uv‡i| 

ROSA †ivmv 

[Laughs] I went there to study computers for my new 

business … my new cafe! 

[nvwm] Avwg †mLv‡b wM‡qwQjvg Avgvi bZzb e¨emvi Rb¨ 

Kw¤úDUvi wkL‡Z ... Avgvi bZzb K¨v‡d! 

YING Bs 

And I was looking for a wife for my son. Avi Avwg Avgvi †Q‡ji Rb¨ eD LyuR‡Z wM‡qwQjvg| 

YING & ROSA Bs I †ivmv 

On the Internet! [Laughter] B›Uvi‡b‡U! [nvwm] 

ROSA †ivmv 

Look, he likes our shoes. †`L, Avgv‡`i Ry‡Zv Zvi cQ›` n‡q‡Q| 

YING Bs 

Oh yeah? You like our shoes? 

I bought them for her. 

ZvB bvwK? Avgv‡`i RyZv¸‡jv †Zvgvi cQ›` n‡q‡Q? 

Avwg Ii Rb¨ wK‡bwQ| 

ROSA †ivmv 

Yes. It‟s the new me. nu¨v| GUv bZzb Avwg| 

YING Bs 

Tell him. Tell him. New cafe, new love, new life. I‡K e‡jv| I‡K e‡jv| bZzb K¨v‡d, bZzb †cªg, bZzb Rxeb| 

ROSA †ivmv 

Ay, it‟s a long story! Av, GUv GKUv eo Mí! 

ROSA †ivmv 

Put that camera down! 

And taste ... this... 

So? Does it need more salt? 

K¨v‡givUv bvwg‡q ivL! 

Avi †L‡q †`L ... GUv ... 

†Zv? GUv‡Z Avi jeY jvM‡e? 

EDDIE GwW 

[Tongue smacking/tasting soup] 

Too much salt, Grandma. 

[wRnŸvi PzK PzK kã/m z̈‡ci ¯^v` †bqv] 

jeY A‡bK †ewk, `v`y| 

LUZ jyR 

Eddie, let‟s go. You‟re late for school. GwW, P‡jv| †Zvgvi ¯‹z‡ji †`wi n‡‛Q| 
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EDDIE GwW 

Mmmm...[Kisses Rosa] 

I love you, though. You're the best. 

gggg...[†ivmv‡K Pzgy †`q] 

†Zvgv‡K fv‡jvevwm| ZzwgB †miv| 

LUZ jyR 

Mami, don‟t forget. 

You have a doctor‟s appointment today. 

gv, fz‡j †hI bv| 

†Zvgvi AvR Wv³v‡ii mv‡_ A¨vc‡q›U‡g›U Av‡Q| 

ROSA †ivmv 

Luz, I‟m very busy today jyR, AvR‡K Avwg Lye e¨ —̄ 

LUZ jyR 

Mami, this is important. gv, GUv ¸i‚Z¡c~Y©| 

ROSA †ivmv 

Hello, Fernando. n¨v‡jv, dvb©v‡›`v| 

FERNANDO dvb©v‡›`v 

Good morning! ¸W gwb©s! 

ROSA †ivmv 

Everything will be ready, I hope? mewKQz •Zwi _vK‡e, Avkv Kwi? 

FERNANDO dvb©v‡›`v 

You can count on me. 

You cooked all of this for us? You‟re so kind. Will you 

join us for lunch later? 

Zzwg Avgvi Ici wek¦vm ivL‡Z cvi| 

Avgv‡`i Rb¨ GZ me ivbœv? Zzwg KZ `qvjy| Zzwg wK c‡i 

Avgv‡`i mv‡_ jv‡Â †hvM †`‡e? 

ROSA †ivmv 

I can‟t. I have to go to the doctor. 

It‟s just a check-up. 

cvi‡ev bv| Avgv‡K Wv³v‡ii Kv‡Q †h‡Z n‡e| ïay GKUv 

†PKÑAvc| 

FERNANDO dvb©v‡›`v 

Of course. A check-up is always a good idea, Rosa. 

[Exhales, laughs] 

Aek¨B| †PKÑAvc memgqB fv‡jv AvBwWqv, †ivmv| 

[†Rv‡i wbtk¦vm Qvov, nvwm] 

ROSA †ivmv 

[Laughs] [nvwm] 

ROSA †ivmv 

Hello. n¨v‡jv| 

RECEPTIONIST wi‡mckwb÷ 

Good morning. ¸W gwb©s| 

ROSA †ivmv 

My name is Rosa Dominguez. 

I have an appointment. 

Avgvi bvg †ivmv †Wvwg‡½R| 

Avgvi GKUv A¨vc‡q›U‡g›U Av‡Q| 

 

 

 

     
Eddie Luz Rosa Fernando Receptionist 
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Receptionist Rosa Luz Fernando 

 

ROSA †ivmv 

Luz, I‟m very busy today jyR, AvR‡K Avwg Lye e¨ —̄ 

LUZ jyR 

Mami, this is important. gv, GUv ¸i‚Z¡c~Y©| 

ROSA †ivmv 

Hello, Fernando. n¨v‡jv, dvb©v‡›`v| 

FERNANDO dvb©v‡›`v 

Good morning! ¸W gwb©s! 

ROSA †ivmv 

Everything will be ready, I hope? mewKQz •Zwi _vK‡e, Avkv Kwi? 

FERNANDO dvb©v‡›`v 

You can count on me. 

You cooked all of this for us? You‟re so kind. Will you 

join us for lunch later? 

Zzwg Avgvi Ici wek¦vm ivL‡Z cvi| 

Avgv‡`i Rb¨ GZ me ivbœv? Zzwg KZ `qvjy| Zzwg wK c‡i 

Avgv‡`i mv‡_ jv‡Â †hvM †`‡e? 

ROSA †ivmv 

I can‟t. I have to go to the doctor. 

It‟s just a check-up. 

cvi‡ev bv| Avgv‡K Wv³v‡ii Kv‡Q †h‡Z n‡e| 

ïay GKUv †PKÑAvc| 

FERNANDO dvb©v‡›`v 

Of course. A check-up is always a good idea, Rosa. 

[Exhales, laughs] 

Aek¨B| †PKÑAvc memgqB fv‡jv AvBwWqv, †ivmv| 

[†Rv‡i wbtk¦vm Qvov, nvwm] 

ROSA †ivmv 

[Laughs] [nvwm] 

ROSA †ivmv 

Hello. n¨v‡jv| 

RECEPTIONIST wi‡mckwb÷ 

Good morning. ¸W gwb©s| 

ROSA †ivmv 

My name is Rosa Dominguez. 

I have an appointment. 

Avgvi bvg †ivmv †Wvwg‡½R| 

Avgvi GKUv A¨vc‡q›U‡g›U Av‡Q| 

RECEPTIONIST wi‡mckwb÷ 

No, no, Ms. Dominguez, this is New York! 

You don‟t need a Social Security Card to see the doctor. 

Just fill out all of these forms and the doctor will be right 

with you. 

What insurance do you have? 

bv, bv, wgm. †Wvwg‡½R, GUv wbD BqK©! 

Wv³vi †`Lv‡bvi Rb¨ Avcbvi †mvk¨vj wmwKDwiwU Kv‡W©i 

cª‡qvRb †bB| †Kej GB me¸‡jv dig c~iY Ki‚b Avi wKQz¶‡Yi 

g‡a¨B Wv³vi Avcbv‡K †`L‡eb| 

Avcbvi BÝ z̈‡iÝ Av‡Q? 
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Receptionist Rosa Rip 

 

 

ROSA †ivmv 

Insurance? I don‟t have insurance. 

Can you tell me, please ... Is there a program... a special 

program that can help me? 

BÝ z̈‡iÝ? Avgvi †Kv‡bv BÝ z̈‡iÝ †bB| 

Avcwb Kx Avgv‡K ej‡eb, wc­R ... Ggb †Kv‡bv †cªvMªvg Av‡Q... 

†Kv‡bv †¯úkvj †cªvMªvg hv Avgv‡K… 

RECEPTIONIST wi‡mckwb÷ 

There sure is.  Just fill out this form and a doctor will be 

right with you. 

Aek¨B Av‡Q|  †Kej GB digwU c~iY Ki‚b Avi 

wKQz¶‡Yi g‡a¨B Wv³vi Avcbv‡K †`L‡eb| 

RIP wic 

Excuse me...um...to see doctor... 

I no speak English. 

gvd Ki‡eb...Dg...Wv³vi †`Lv‡bvi Rb¨... 

Avwg Rvwb bv Bs‡iwR| 

ROSA †ivmv 

Let me help you. You have to put your last name, first 

...here. And your first name, last... there. 

First name, Rosa. Last name, Dominguez. 

First name...? 

Avwg Avcbv‡K mvnvh¨ Ki‡ev| Avcbv‡K Avcbvi †kl bvg 

wjL‡Z n‡e, cª_‡g ...GLv‡b| Avi Avcbvi cª_g bvg, †k‡l... 

IBLv‡b| 

cª_g bvg, †ivmv| †kl bvg, †Wvwg‡½R| 

cª_g bvg...? 

RIP wic 

Rosa! †ivmv! 

ROSA †ivmv 

Excuse me! 

This young man needs some help. 

gvd Ki‡eb! 

GB f ª̀‡jv‡Ki GKUz mvnvh¨ `iKvi| 

RECEPTIONIST wi‡mckwb÷ 

Oh, does he now? 

Sir, do you need an interpreter? 

In&, Zvi `iKvi? 

m¨vi, Avcbvi wK GKRb †`vfvlx `iKvi? 

RIP wic 

No money. [Exasperated sigh] No papers. UvKv bvB| [`xN©k¦vm †Q‡o] KvMRcÎ bvB| 

RECEPTIONIST wi‡mckwb÷ 

Don‟t worry, honey. You don‟t need any money! 

The interpreter is free! That means no fee. 

You see? 

wPš—v Ki‡eb bv| Avcbvi †Kv‡bv UvKvi `iKvi bvB! 

†`vfvlx wd« cvIqv hvq! Gi gv‡b †Kv‡bv wd †bB| 

ey‡S‡Qb? 
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RIP wic 

Free? ... No charge? ... I love you, New York! wd«? ... PvR© bvB? ... Avwg †Zvgv‡K fv‡jvevwm, wbD BqK©! 

DOCTOR Wv³vi 

I think ... Blah, blah, blah, blah, blah, blah, blah and blah 

blah...Understand? 

 

Get your lab tests tomorrow. Then come back and see me. 

Avgvi g‡b nq ... eøv, eøv, eøv, eøv, eøv, eøv, eøv, Ges eøv, 

eøv...ey‡S‡Qb? 

 

Avcbvi j¨ve †U÷¸‡jv Kiv‡eb Kvj‡K| Zvici Avevi G‡m 

Avgv‡K †`Lv‡eb| 

EDDIE GwW 

We are in Washington Heights, the Dominican capital of 

New York. My name is Eddie Perez, and I‟m going to 

show you the real...New York. 

 

This is my grandmother. Here we call her „Buela. She‟s 

opening a cafe next week. 

„Buela, tell us what‟s happening. 

Avgiv IqvwksUb nvBU‡m AvwQ, wbD Bq‡K©i WwgwbKvb ivRavbx| 

Avgvi bvg GwW †c‡iR, Avi Avwg Avcbv‡`i‡K †`Lv‡Z hvw‛Q 

Avmj...wbD BqK©| 

 

Bwb n‡‛Qb Avgvi `v`x| GLv‡b Avgiv Zv‡K WvwK `v ỳ| wZwb 

AvMvgx mßv‡n GKwU K¨v‡d Lyj‡Qb| 

`v`y, Avgv‡`i‡K e‡jv Kx NU‡Q| 

ROSA †ivmv 

Ay, Eddie, not now! Avn&, GwW, GLb bv! 

EDDIE GwW 

What‟s wrong? Kx n‡q‡Q? 

ROSA †ivmv 

I just came from the doctor. Avwg GB gvÎ Wv³v‡ii KvQ †_‡K G‡mwQ| 

EDDIE GwW 

What did he say? wZwb Kx e‡j‡Qb? 

ROSA †ivmv 

“Blah blah blah,” I should do this. 

I shouldn‟t do that... 

I didn‟t understand what he said! 

 

Lab tests. He said I need to get lab tests tomorrow. 

I don‟t have time for this. I have a cafe to open, 

I have menus to write. I... 

Òeøv, eøv, eøv,Ó GUv Ki‡Z n‡e| 

IUv Ki‡Z cvi‡ev bv... 

wZwb Kx e‡j‡Qb Avwg eyS‡Z cvwiwb! 

 

j¨ve †U÷| wZwb e‡j‡Qb Kvj Avgv‡K j¨ve †U÷ Kiv‡Z n‡e| 

Avgvi G¸‡jv Kivi mgq bvB| Avgvi GKUv K¨v‡d Lyj‡Z n‡e, 

Avgv‡K †gby wjL‡Z n‡e| Avwg... 

YING Bs 

Come on! Come on, my turn. `vI! `vI, Avgvi cvjv| 

 

 

 

      
Rip Doctor Eddie Rosa Ying 
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EDDIE GwW 

I have to finish this, Auntie Ying. 

We open next week. 

Avgv‡K GUv †kl Ki‡Z n‡e, Bs Avw›U| 

Avgiv AvMvgx mßv‡n Lyj‡ev| 

YING Bs 

Next week is next week. 

I have to find a wife for my son, now. 

AvMvgx mßvn n‡‛Q AvMvgx mßvn| 

Avgv‡K Avgvi †Q‡ji Rb¨ eD LyuR‡Z n‡e, GLbB| 

EDDIE GwW 

Why? †Kb? 

YING Bs 

He‟s too busy at work. So, I‟m helping him. †m KvR wb‡q Lye e¨ —̄| ZvB, Avwg Zv‡K mvnvh¨ KiwQ| 

ROSA †ivmv 

What‟s going on here? GLv‡b Kx n‡‛Q? 

EDDIE GwW 

It was her idea. GUv Zvi eyw×| 

LUZ [Off Camera] jyR [K¨v‡givi evB‡i] 

Mami... there‟s someone here to see you! gv...†Zvgvi mv‡_ GKRb †`Lv Ki‡Z G‡m‡Qb! 

FERNANDO dvb©v‡›`v 

You left these at the cafe. G¸‡jv K¨v‡d‡Z †d‡j G‡mwQj| 

ROSA †ivmv 

I did? ZvB? 

FERNANDO dvb©v‡›`v 

I mean, you left these at the cafe. gv‡b, G¸‡jv K¨v‡d‡Z †d‡j G‡mwQj| 

LUZ jyR 

Oh, I‟ll take care of this. Av&, Avwg G¸‡jv mvgjvw‛Q| 

LUZ jyR 

Eddie! Don‟t you have something to do? GwW! †Zvgvi wK †Kv‡bv KvR bvB? 

EDDIE GwW 

Something? KvR? 

YING Bs 

Don‟t you have homework to do? †Zvgvi wK †Kv‡bv †nvgIqvK© bvB? 

EDDIE GwW 

Oh, homework. Sorry. Avn&, †nvgIqvK©| mwi| 

FERNANDO dvb©v‡›`v 

So, did everything go all right at the doctor‟s office? 

Everyone was worried. 

†Zv Wv³v‡ii Awd‡m mewKQz wVKg‡Zv n‡q‡Q? 

mevB wPš—v KiwQj| 

 

 

 

     
Rosa Ying Eddie Luz Fernando 
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ROSA †ivmv 

Everyone? mevB? 

FERNANDO dvb©v‡›`v 

Well...I was worried. 

So, will you come for lunch tomorrow? 

Avm‡j...Avwg wPš—v KiwQjvg| 

†Zv Kvj‡K jv‡Âi Rb¨ Avm‡e? 

ROSA †ivmv 

Oh...no, not tomorrow. I have to go for lab tests. In...bv, Kvj‡K bv| j¨ve †U‡÷i Rb¨ †h‡Z n‡e| 

FERNANDO dvb©v‡›`v 

Well...how about dinner then? Zvn‡j...wWbv‡ii Rb¨ Avm‡e? 

ROSA [From a distance] †ivmv [wKQzUv `~i †_‡K] 

[Off camera] Ying! 

[On camera] My menu! I have my menu! 

[K¨v‡givi evB‡i] Bs! 

[K¨v‡givi mvg‡b] Avgvi †gby! Avwg Avgvi †gby †c‡qwQ! 

YING Bs 

And I have great news ... 

I found a girl for my son! 

Avi Avgvi Kv‡Q mymsev` Av‡Q ... 

Avgvi †Q‡ji Rb¨ cvÎx †c‡qwQ! 

ROSA †ivmv 

Oh, you mean the girl from the Internet? I, Zzwg ej‡Z Pv‛Q B›Uvi‡bU †_‡K cvIqv †g‡qUv? 

YING Bs 

Yes, she‟s just what I was looking for! 

She‟s pretty, she‟s smart. 

She teaches English to immigrants! 

nu¨v, Avwg hv Pvw‛Qjvg †m wVK ZvB! 

†m my›`ix, †m ¯§vU©| 

†m Bs‡iwR †kLvq BwgMª¨v›U‡`i! 

ROSA [Off Camera] †ivmv [K¨v‡givi evB‡i] 

[laughs] [nvwm] 

YING Bs 

She likes opera! †m A‡civ cQ›` K‡i! 

ROSA †ivmv 

[laughs] [nvwm] 

YING Bs 

She‟s perfect! †m cvi‡d±! 

ROSA †ivmv 

[laughs] [nvwm] 

DOCTOR Wv³vi 

Your lab test results show your glucose level is high ... and 

the concentration of... 

Avcbvi j¨ve †U‡÷i †iRvë †`Lv‡‛Q Avcbvi M­z‡KvR †j‡ej 

†ewk ... Avi cwigvY n‡‛Q... 

 

 

 

 

     
Ying Fernando Rosa Doctor 
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Rosa Doctor Eddie 

 

ROSA [Interrupts] †ivmv [evav w`‡q] 

Could you please slow down? I‟m nervous, and when I‟m 

nervous ... I have trouble understanding English. 

Last time I was here, I ...I didn‟t understand anything you 

said!  

Avcwb wK GKUz ax‡i ej‡eb? Avgvi bvf©vm jvM‡Q, Avi Avwg 

hLb bvf©vm _vwK ... Avgvi Bs‡iwR eyS‡Z Amyweav nq| 

Av‡Mievi hLb Avwg GLv‡b G‡mwQ, Avwg ... Avcwb hv e‡j‡Qb 

Avwg wKQzB eyS‡Z cvwiwb! 

DOCTOR Wv³vi 

Okay, Mrs. Dominguez. Do you know what diabetes is? I‡K, wg‡mm. †Wvwg‡½R| Avcwb wK Rv‡bb Wvqv‡ewUm Kx? 

ROSA †ivmv 

Diabetes? Wvqv‡ewUm? 

EDDIE GwW 

Diabetes, „Buela. Wvqv‡ewUm, `v ỳ| 

ROSA †ivmv 

Oh, the “sugar disease.” 

So that means I have to eat less sugar, right? 

In, †mB ÒwPwbi †ivM|Ó 

Zvi gv‡b n‡‛Q Avgv‡K Kg wPwb †L‡Z n‡e, ZvB bv? 

DOCTOR Wv³vi 

Yes, but that‟s not all. 

You have to get exercise...every day. 

And take your medication every day. 

And you must change your diet. 

What you eat, and what you cook. 

nu¨v, wKš‘ GLv‡bB †kl bv| 

Avcbv‡K e¨vqvg Ki‡Z n‡e...cªwZ w`b| 

Avi Avcbvi Ilya¸‡jv †L‡Z n‡e cªwZw`b| 

Avi Avcbvi Wv‡qU Aek¨B e`jv‡Z n‡e| 

Avcwb hv Lvb, Avi Avcwb hv ivbœv K‡ib| 

ROSA †ivmv 

What I cook? But, I am about to open a cafe! Avwg hv ivbœv Kwi? wKš‘, Avwg †h K¨v‡d Lyj‡Z hvw‛Q! 

DOCTOR Wv³vi 

Well, you have to cook with less sodium. 

Less salt. 

Zvn‡j, Avcbv‡K Kg †mvwWqvg w`‡q ivbœv Ki‡Z n‡e| 

Kg jeY| 

ROSA †ivmv 

But my recipes! wKš‘ Avgvi †iwmwc! 

DOCTOR Wv³vi 

Your blood pressure. Avcbvi eøvW †cªkvi| 

ROSA †ivmv 

My rice and beans! Avgvi fvZ Avi gUiïuwU! 

DOCTOR Wv³vi 

Smaller portions! Aí cwigv‡Y! 

ROSA †ivmv 

My famous cakes! 

All my Dominican recipes? 

Avgvi wcªq †KK! 

Avgvi me †WvwgwbKvb †iwmwc? 
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DOCTOR Wv³vi 

Make your recipes low-fat. 

It‟s good for your heart. 

Avcbvi †iwmwc‡Z Kg Pwe© ivLyb| 

nv‡U©i Rb¨ fv‡jv n‡e| 

ROSA †ivmv 

What will I do? How can I open my new cafe? GLb Avwg Kx Ki‡ev? Kxfv‡e Lyj‡ev Avgvi bZzb K¨v‡d? 

ROSA †ivmv 

Why are you so concerned? 

The doctor told me that it‟s not that serious. 

†Kb Zzwg GZ wPš—v Ki‡Qv? 

Wv³vi Avgv‡K e‡j‡Qb †h GUv †Zgb gvivZ¥K wKQz bv| 

LUZ jyR 

But Mami, there‟s so much to learn about diabetes. 

You have to exercise thirty minutes…every day. 

Mami, maybe you should try some low-fat milk 

with your Avena. 

wKš‘ gv, Wvqv‡ewUm m¤ú‡K© A‡bK wKQz Rvbvi Av‡Q| 

†Zvgv‡K wÎk wgwbU e¨vqvg Ki‡Z n‡e...cªwZw`b | 

gv, Zzwg †Zvgvi A¨v‡fbvi mv‡_ †jvd¨vU `ya †L‡q †`L‡Z cv‡iv| 

 

EDDIE GwW 

And you have to watch what you eat, „Buela, 

...every day. 

Avi Zzwg hv hv LvI †m¸‡jvi w`‡K †Lqvj ivL‡Z n‡e, `v ỳ| 

...cªwZ w`b| 

ROSA †ivmv 

Every day?! cªwZ w`b?! 

LUZ jyR 

And …you have to take your medication every day. 

You have to take care of yourself. 

Avi ... †Zvgvi Ilya¸‡jvI †L‡Z n‡e cªwZw`b| 

†Zvgv‡K wb‡Ri hZè wb‡Z n‡e| 

ROSA †ivmv 

Diet! Exercise! Pills! 

I have a cafe to open. 

Wv‡qU! e¨vqvg! Ilya! 

Avgvi GKUv K¨v‡d Lyj‡Z n‡e| 

ROSA †ivmv 

You look so handsome, Fernando. 

I‟ve never seen you in a suit before. 

†Zvgv‡K Lye n¨vÊmvg jvM‡Q, dvb©v‡›`v| 

Avwg Av‡M KL‡bv †Zvgv‡K m z̈U civ Ae¯’vq †`wLwb| 

FERNANDO dvb©v‡›`v 

And you always look lovely. 

Come here. I want to show you something. 

The new stove is here. 

You can start cooking. Rosa... 

What is it? 

Avi †Zvgv‡K memgq my›`i jv‡M| 

GLv‡b Avm| †Zvgv‡K GKUv wRwbm †`LvB| 

bZzb †÷vfUv G‡m †M‡Q| 

Zzwg ivbœv ïi‚ Ki‡Z cvi| †ivmv... 

Kx n‡q‡Q? 

ROSA †ivmv 

I can‟t cook anymore. All my recipes are bad. Avwg Avi ivbœv Ki‡Z cvi‡ev bv| Avgvi me †iwmwc Lvivc| 

 

 

 

      
Rosa Doctor Luz Fernando Eddie 



We Are New York: New Life Café                                                                                      10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FERNANDO dvb©v‡›`v 

[Laughing] But Rosa, your recipes are delicious! 

Everybody loves your food. 

I love… your food. 

[nvm‡Z nvm‡Z] wKš‘ †ivmv, †Zvgvi †iwmwc¸‡jv PgrKvi! 

mevB †Zvgvi Lvevi fv‡jvev‡m| 

Avwg I fv‡jvevwm... †Zvgvi Lvevi| 

ROSA †ivmv 

Fernando, I have something to tell you. 

I went back to the doctor today. I have diabetes. I can‟t eat 

the way I used to. 

I can‟t cook the way I used to. Fernando, 

I can‟t open this cafe! 

And if I can‟t cook my Dominican dishes, 

I‟m not me! This is the end of all my dreams. 

dvb©v‡›`v, Avwg †Zvgv‡K wKQz ej‡Z PvB| 

AvR Avwg Avevi Wv³v‡ii Kv‡Q wM‡qwQjvg| Avgvi Wvqv‡ewUm 

Av‡Q| Avwg Avi Av‡Mi gZ K‡i †L‡Z cvi‡ev bv| 

Avwg †hfv‡e ivbœv KiZvg †mfv‡e Avi Ki‡Z cvi‡ev bv| 

dvb©v‡›`v, 

Avwg GB K¨v‡d Lyj‡Z cvi‡ev bv! 

Avi Avwg hw` Avgvi WwgwbKvb Lvevi¸‡jv ivbœv Ki‡Z bv cvwi, 

Avwg Avi Avwg _vK‡ev bv! GLv‡bB Avgvi me ¯^cœ †kl n‡q 

hv‡e| 

FERNANDO dvb©v‡›`v 

Rosa, that‟s not true. 

You‟ve worked so hard to open this cafe. 

†ivmv, GUv wVK bv| 

GB K¨v‡d †Lvjvi Rb¨ Zzwg A‡bK cwikªg K‡i‡Qv| 

ROSA †ivmv 

I have to change everything. I can‟t do it! Avgv‡K mewKQz e`‡j †dj‡Z n‡e| Avwg cvi‡ev bv! 

FERNANDO dvb©v‡›`v 

You packed up our whole life in the Dominican Republic 

to come to New York. 

If you made that change ... 

You can change a recipe. 

See? Your feet are still Dominican [laughs] 

wbD Bq‡K© Avmvi Rb¨ Zzwg †WvwgwbKvb wicve&wj‡Ki cy‡iv Rxeb 

†d‡j G‡m‡Qv| 

hw` Zzwg †mUv cvi... 

Zvn‡j †iwmwcI e`jv‡Z cvi‡e| 

†`‡LQ? †Zvgvi cv GL‡bv WwgwbKvb [nvwm] 

LUZ jyR 

I made some for you too, Mami. 

Mami, please try! 

Little by little, one day at a time. 

Don‟t forget to take your pills. 

Avwg †Zvgvi R‡b¨I evwb‡qwQ, gv| 

gv, wcøR †L‡q †`L! 

GKUz GKUz K‡i, GKw`b GKw`b K‡i| 

†Zvgvi Ilya¸‡jv †L‡Z fz‡jv bv| 

YING Bs 

We‟re celebrating. Avgiv †mwj‡eªU KiwQ| 

ROSA †ivmv 

Celebrating? †mwj‡eªU Ki‡Qv? 

YING Bs 

My son‟s going on a date with Katherine! Avgvi †Q‡j K¨v_wi‡bi mv‡_ †WwUs‡q hv‡‛Q| 

ROSA †ivmv 

Katherine? K¨v_wib? 

 

    
Fernando Rosa Luz Ying 
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YING Bs 

The English teacher... from the Internet. Bs‡iwRi wk¶K ... B›Uvi‡bU †_‡K cvIqv| 

ROSA †ivmv 

Ahhh. Avn&| 

YING Bs 

Here, take one! GB †h, GKUv bvI! 

ROSA †ivmv 

I can‟t. It‟s not good for me. Avwg cvi‡ev bv| G¸‡jv Avgvi Rb¨ fv‡jv bv| 

YING Bs 

They‟re delicious. Eat one. G¸‡jv †L‡Z gRv| GKUv LvI| 

ROSA †ivmv 

Ying, I have diabetes. Bs, Avgvi Wvqv‡ewUm Av‡Q| 

YING Bs 

I know a lot of people who have diabetes. 

They manage it. They do just fine. Come! 

Avwg wPwb A‡bK‡KB hv‡`i Wvqv‡ewUm Av‡Q| 

Zviv GUv wbqš¿‡Y iv‡L| Zv‡`i Amyweav nq bv| Av‡mv! 

EDDIE [Off Camera] GwW [K¨v‡givi evB‡i] 

Abuela... `v`y... 

ROSA †ivmv 

What‟s all this? G¸‡jv Kx? 

EDDIE GwW 

It‟s fresh and healthy. G¸‡jv ZvRv Avi ¯^v¯’̈ Ki| 

ROSA †ivmv 

You always liked my cooking! 

Why do I have to change now? 

Zzwg memgqB Avgvi ivbœv cQ›` Ki‡Z! 

†Kb Avgv‡K GLb e`‡j †dj‡Z n‡e? 

EDDIE GwW 

Why don‟t you try something new? 

Abuela, you‟re a great cook. 

All your food tastes good. You know that. 

I love you. 

bZzb wKQz †Póv Ki bv †Kb? 

`v`y, Zzwg GKRb PgrKvi iuvaywb| 

†Zvgvi me Lvevi gRv nq| Zzwg †mUv Rv‡bv| 

†Zvgv‡K fv‡jvevwm| 

ROSA †ivmv 

[unvocalized "ohhh"] [ÒInnnÓ] 

ROSA †ivmv 

Turkey sausage? UvwK© m‡mR? 

ROSA †ivmv 

What am I supposed to do with turkey sausage? 

With broccoli? 

Avwg UvwK© m‡mR w`‡q Kx Ki‡ev? 

†mBmv‡_ eª‡Kvwj? 

 

 

   
Rosa Ying Eddie 
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Rosa Fernando Ying Luz Eddie 

 

YING Bs 

You‟re the cook. Cook! ZzwgB ivuaywb| ivu‡av! 

ROSA †ivmv 

[gasps with amazement] [we¯§‡q nZevK] 

YING Bs 

Speech! Speech! e³…Zv! e³…Zv! 

ROSA †ivmv 

Okay, okay. 

 

Thank you all for coming here tonight. 

My dream has come true. 

All the food--all the healthy Dominican dishes we‟re 

going to eat--are part of my new life and my new cafe! 

I‡K, I‡K| 

 

AvR GLv‡b Avmvi Rb¨ mevB‡K ab¨ev`| 

Avgvi ¯^cœ mwZ¨ n‡q‡Q| 

†h me ¯^v¯’̈ Ki †WvwgwbKvb Lvevi †L‡Z hvw‛QÑÑAvgvi bZzb 

Rxe‡bi Ask Ges Avgvi bZzb K¨v‡di Ask! 

FERNANDO dvb©v‡›`v 

[Laughs] [General applause] 

 

To Rosa! 

[nvwm] [mvaviY nvZZvwj] 

 

†ivmvi Rb¨! 

YING, LUZ, EDDIE [plus Katherine and YING's son] Bs, jyR, GwW [†mBmv‡_ K¨v_wib I BsÑGi †Q‡j] 

To Rosa!!! †ivmvi Rb¨!!! 

YING, LUZ, EDDIE [plus Katherine and YING's son] Bs, jyR, GwW [†mBmv‡_ K¨v_wib I BsÑGi †Q‡j] 

Hmmm, Yummm… This is good! Delicious!… is that 

ever good!  Excellent… Yum- yum… can I have some 

more? 

ûggg, Bqvggg... GUv `vi‚Y!   Lye gRv!... GUv A‡bK fv‡jv!  

AmvaviY... BqvgÑBqvg... Avgv‡K Av‡iKUz †`‡e? 

 


